
VV OO CC AA LL NN EE WW SS LL EE TT TT EE RR

May 2008 Volume 8, Number 1

Vic t ims  o f  Cr ime  and  Len iency

A NOTE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MIRIAM SHEHANE 
 Last Tuesday, I was asked to attend a hearing in Blount County, on a Jacob Emanuel Folsom (aka Jacob Daniel Osborn), 
who was found incompetent to stand trial by reason of insanity for stalking and making threatening and harassing phone calls to
his victims.  Folsom/Osborn was sent to Taylor Harden Medical Facility on January 10, 2007.  This hearing went before Judge 
Steven King to determine if Folsom/Osborn was now safe enough to be transferred to much less secure facility, Dutton Group 
Home, some miles away.  The defendant/patient could very well walk off the premises of this facility and it is so isolated that he 
could be out of state before authorities could track his whereabouts.  On December 3, 2003, Folsom/Osborn legally changed his 
name from Osborn to Folsom because he is convinced he is related to the Governor Folsom family.  This defendant/patient is 
relatively stable when taking his medication, but herein lies the problem.  He has a history of not taking it.  He even called his 
last victim while in the secure facility.  When he is off his medication, he has a fixation on young, blonde women and has stated
that by using his “alien penis” he will impregnate them to bring “alien progeny” into the world. 
 I was appalled at the Department of Mental Health and Retardation’s position in this case.  The State of Alabama is charged 
with protecting crime victims and yet you have the State versus State arguing whether a mentally ill offender should be released
from a secure facility in such a short time.  Their main argument was due to Folsom/Osborn’s non-adherence to medications in 
the past, that he be given his medications by injection for a very short period.  (I believe maybe three weeks.)  Given the volatile 
actions of this defendant when he is not medicated and the fear his actions cause his victims, I question the judgment of Judge
King’s ruling that he be released.  We have once again allowed the State of Alabama to fail the crime victim.  It’s just another
case of releasing due to overcrowding at the expense of those innocent victims who expected more from our judicial system. 
.

THANK YOU DAVID BARBER, JEFFERSON COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

for sponsoring our second room at the VOCAL State Headquarters!  Mr. Barber has shown great 
compassion and concern for victims by providing another room where families can stay while  

attending parole hearings.  
 Thank you for your generosity! 

ANNUAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

The United States Attorney’s Office, Northern District of Alabama, and 
Birmingham Police Department hosted their 5th annual prayer breakfast and 
awards ceremony in Birmingham on April 17th during National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week.  Two Organization of the Year Awards were given:  VOCAL, 
Dothan Chapter, accepted by Pat Jones; and VOCAL, Jefferson County 
Chapter, accepted by Wanda Jones for Carol Melton.  The Victim Assistance 
Volunteer of the Year Award went to Carol Melton and Victim Assistance Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year to Sgt. Phil Moss.  This was great for VOCAL 
to receive three of the four awards.  We do have great victim advocates.  Shelly 
Linderman and Joyce Miller were also there to support us. 

Pictured left to right:  Pat Jones, Carol Melton, Birmingham Police Chief A.C. Roper, Wanda Jones, and Lynette McGowens. 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
JEFFERSON COUNTY CHAPTER Roebuck Precinct, Red Lane Road, Birmingham, 1st Thursday of each month, 3 p.m. 
 Chapter President: Carol Melton, (205) 841-1465; Email carolmeltonb@bellsouth.net 

Chapter Mailing Address: Birmingham Police Dept., 600 Red Lane Road, Birmingham, AL 
Phone: 205-254-2684 or 205-254-2685 

 Our first meeting at the East Precinct was very nice.  We were welcomed by Annie Brown who is Crime Prevention Officer.  
We had a good turnout and everyone loved the new meeting place.  Robbie Priest, the new Victim Service Officer for 
Birmingham, was our guest. 
 Chapter members went to the Tipton trial in Decatur on March 4.  Trials in Decatur are very different than Jefferson County.  
It was more of a good ole boy atmosphere and total disrespect was shown to the victim.  We also went to court to support the 
Attorney General and Jeanette Carr for a Rule 32 for Steven Pile.  He was one of the men who killed five at the Changing 
Times Bar in 1991.  We still haven’t heard the decision of the Judge. 
 In March we attended a trial for a child sex offender.  This turned out to be a plea for a split sentence.  The child was nine
when he sexually abused her.  The same week we went back to court with Mona Lee.  Mona’s son was murdered by John 
Ashley and Caley Taylor, who was the defendant in this trial.  Mike Anderton did a great job prosecuting the case.  Carley gave
the parting shot.  The jury came up with two felony murder charges.  Sentencing will be June 20.  John Ashley was scheduled 
for a trial in May, but it has been continued to August. 
 Tammy Givens with the Sheriff’s Dept. had good news at her trial; the defendant received the death penalty.  The trial for 
the Alexander family did not turn out as well.  Marcus Alexander, age 17, went to the Pinson Irvin basketball game and several 
fights broke out.  Marcus did not have a gun, was not drinking or on drugs.  The defendant shot him several times with a thirty-
two caliber.  He and another boy with a sawed off shot gun, both underage, and still the jury would not come up with any kind 
of verdict.  They took a whole forty-five minutes to decide this.  The prosecution again did a great job and we were shocked.  
They made the defendant look like a Philadelphia lawyer.  The witnesses did a good job; but there should to be a school for 
jurors.
 We have a fund raiser going on for Belk Charity Days, trying to raise money to provide food and drinks for families when 
they go to court.  Mr. Barber lets us use the conference room and everything around the courthouse is so expensive for families
of victims. 
 Victims’ Rights week was very busy.  On the 13th we were interviewed by Channel 42 at Bradford Park.  Then we had thirty 
victims go to Church at the Guiding Light.  Bishop Jim Lowe recognized VOCAL and Angel-House.  On Monday Margie 
Caslin, Wanda Jones, and I went to Samford University with Professor Jim Slack.  We spoke to about fifteen students on the 
death penalty.  Jim said we would have our work cut out for us because the students were liberal and wanted to let everyone out.
When we left they had a totally different attitude.  Jim was very pleased with what we told them.  On Tuesday they were 
making a trip to death row at Donaldson Prison.  The next day was the Governor’s Conference and Angel House did a great job 
with it.  On the way home we received a message that Mona Lees’ Dad had passed so we went to the funeral home that evening.  
On Thursday we attended the U.S. Attorney Alice Martins’ Prayer Breakfast.  Lynnette McGowens as usual did a great job of 
organizing the event.  Sunny with Silent Witness was there; she is a dynamic speaker.  Chief Roper also attended and is really 
doing great work in Birmingham.  Members who attended were Connie Walrond, Cheryl Wood, Margie Caslin, Albert Howell, 
Billy Jack Logan Wanda Jones, Carol Melton, Majeeda Amadodeen, Joyce Miller, Shelly Linderman, and Pat Jones. 

SHELBY COUNTY CHAPTER Owens House, Columbiana, 2nd Saturday of each month, 2 p.m.
 Chapter President: Johnnie Doss Page, (205) 669-4238 

Chapter Mailing Address: P. O. Box 32, Columbiana, Alabama 35051 
 The Shelby County Chapter held its annual Candlelight Vigil on April 14.  Attorney General Troy King was the keynote 
speaker.  Also in attendance to show their support for crime victims in Shelby County were Sheriff Chris Curry and Chief 
Assistant District Attorney Bill Bostick.  Chapter members also attended the State Vigil on April 18 and were presented with a 
check for $1,000 from District Attorney Douglas Valeska (20th Circuit).  Members wish to express their gratitude to DA 
Valeska for his continued support of VOCAL and the victims we serve.  Attending the Governor’s Conference on April 15 
were:  Bob & Cecilia Hilyer, Johnnie Page, Donnie Spears, Monica Spears, and Mitzie Wheat. 

SHOALS CHAPTER Christian Faith Church, 640 County Road 323, Florence, 2nd Tuesday of each month, 6:30 p.m.
Chapter President: Denny Kimbrel, (256) 757-1354; Email bamafnatk@aol.com 

Chapter Mailing Address: 442 County Road 111, Killen, Alabama 35645 
SOUTHEAST CHAPTER Wiregrass Angel House, 111 N. St. Andrews Street, Dothan 

2nd Monday of each month, 6:30 p.m. 
Chapter President: Pat Jones, (334) 585-2684; Email gary399@centurytel.net 
Chapter Mailing Address: 406 Hickory Grove Road, Dothan, Alabama 36310 
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