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2023 CODE OF ALABAMA    
TITLE 15 - CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 

CHAPTER 23 - ALABAMA CRIME VICTIMS.
Article 5 - Sexual Assault Survivors Bill of Rights   

Section 15-23-121 - Rights of Sexual Assault Victims.

Universal Citation:  AL Code § 15-23-121 (2023)

Section 15-23-121

Rights of sexual assault victims.

(a) A sexual assault survivor has the following rights:

(1) a. Not to be prevented from, or charged for, receiving a medical forensic examination.

b. For the purposes of this subdivision, a health care provider may bill a health insurer for providing a
medical forensic examination.

(2) To have a sexual assault evidence collection kit or its probative contents preserved by law enforcement
agencies, without charge, for at least 20 years or until the survivor reaches 40 years of age if the survivor
was a minor when the assault occurred.

(3) Upon request, to be informed by the investigating law enforcement agency, of test results from the
sexual assault evidence kit, including a DNA profile match, or other information collected as part of
a medical forensic examination, if the disclosure would not impede or compromise an ongoing law
enforcement investigation.
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Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission
800.541-9388 

www.acvcc.alabama.gov

Alabama Department of Corrections
334.353-3871 

www.doc.state.al.us/victim.aspx 
Alabama Department of Human Resources 

334.242.9500 
www.dhr.state.al.us 

Alabama Department of Senior Services 
800.243.5463 

www.alabameageline.gov 
Alabama’s Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

334.832.4842 or 800.650.6522 
www.acadv.org 

Alabama’s Coalition Against Rape 
334.264.0123 
www.acar.org 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (Alabama) 
334.277.7722 or 800.635.0722 
www.madd.org/local-offices/al 

National Center for Victims of Crime 
202.467.8700 

www.victimsofcrime.org  

National Children’s Advocacy Center 
256.533.KIDS (5437) 

National Domestic Violence Hotline 
800.799.SAFE (7233) 
www.thehotline.org 

National Organization for Victim Assistance 
800.TRY.NOVA (879.6682)

www.trynova.org
National Teen Dating Abuse Hotline 

866.331.9474 
www.loveisrespect.org 

Victim Connect Resource CEnter 
855-4-VICTIM-(855.484.2846)

www.VictimConnect.org
Victims of Crime and Leniency (VOCAL) 

800.239.3219  
www.vocalonline.org

Attorney General’s Office
+1 (800) 626-7676

www.alabamaag.gov
State of Alabama Board of Pardons 

and Paroles
+1 (334) 242-8700

www.paroles.alabama.gov

Important Resources

(4) Upon written request, to be informed of policies governing the collection and preservation of a sexual
assault evidence collection kit.

(5) Upon written request, to receive written notification, from the investigating law enforcement agency with
custody of the kit or its probative contents, of the intended destruction or disposal of the kit or its probative
contents at least 60 days before the intended destruction or disposal.

(6) Upon written request, to be granted further preservation of the kit or its probative contents for an
additional 20 years.

(7) To be informed of the rights under this subsection.

(b) The term sexual assault, as used in this section, is defined as any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed
by federal, tribal, or state law, including when the victim lacks capacity to consent.

vocalonline.org           victimsofcrimeandleniency               victimsofcrimeandleniency               @vocalonline  

vocal@vocalonline.org (334) 262-7197



The Quenette Shehane Center 
422 South Court Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

1-800-239-3219
(334) 262-7197

Miriam Shehane Quenette Shehane

VOCAL – Victims of Crime and Leniency – is a non-profit organization established in 1982 to assist 
victims of crimes and their families as they travel through a criminal justice system that is foreign to 
them and not a road they sought to travel. VOCAL’s founder was Miriam Shehane became involved 
in the criminal justice system after her daughter, Quenette Shehane, was brutally murdered in 
Birmingham in 1976. Miriam found that the justice system had no place for victims in it and she took 
on a lifelong mission to change that for others.  

In 1976, Miriam learned that victims and their families had no right to be present in the courtroom 
during hearings or trials.  She also found that there was no requirement that victims or their families 
be contacted about those hearings and trials, or to be contacted for parole hearings for convicted 
inmates. Miriam organized other survivors to join her efforts to have legislation passed that would 
address the rights of crime victims.  The Courtroom Attendance Act and the Parole Notification bill 
were passed in 1983.  Due to the efforts of Miriam and VOCAL, the rights of victims or their families 
to be present and notified are now enshrined in the Alabama Constitution: “§ 6.01. Basic rights for 
crime victims: (a) Crime victims, as defined by law or their lawful representatives, including the next 
of kin of homicide victims, are entitled to the right to be informed, to be present, and to be heard 
when authorized, at all crucial stages of criminal proceedings, to the extent that these rights do not 
interfere with the constitutional rights of the person accused of committing the crime.” 




